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one listened to complaints or injustices. The Cid
now appeared in his true colour. He ordered the
nobles of the city to deliver up to him the Qadi, Ibn
Jahhaf, and he and his family were arrested and
brought before him, and he ordered them to be put in
prison. He took his residence in the royal palace, and
his Castillian troops occupied all the forts of the city,
thus breaking all the conditions of the treaty. The
Cid then began to torture the Qadi, Ibn Jahhaf, and
claimed from him the fortune and the treasures of
Al-Qadir. He robbed him of all his fortune and
ordered him to be burned, and he and some members
of his family were publicly burned. He also ordered
a number of noted men to be burned, among whom
was Abu Jaafar ibn al-Banna, the famous poet. The
Cid then turned to the Valencians, humiliated and
oppressed them with extortion and all sorts of perse-
cutions. Most of the Muslim inhabitants of Valencia
deserted it and the Christians occupied their quarters.
The Cid thus became like a crowned king by occu-
pying one of the most important port of Spain.

For a few years the Cid remained in Valencia, his
army ravaging that district. He concluded a treaty
with Pedro I, king of Aragon, occupied some of the
neighbouring forts and began to plan great projects.
But the Almoravides who were vigilant and watching
his movements, returned to Murcia and resolved to
recapture Valencia. They were engaged with the
army of the Cid in several local combats and defeated
him at Xativa. At that time the disease from which
the Cid suffered was aggravated, and he died in sorrow
and pain in July, 1099 A.D. The Almoravides marched
on Valencia, but Ximena, wife of the Cid, undertook
the defence of the city in his place, and was able to do